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Beginner Readers for adults   Post beginner also included 

with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories and knowledge 
Ask at your local library 

Beginner readers  

Name of resource Author Topic Text type  ACSF 
Level 

Resource 
engaging/ 
suitable for? 

Comments Publisher or  
available from 

Getting Seafood for the 
Mob- Our Way 

 

Bob Maher with 
Mindy Avery 

Biripi man looking for pippis Description  Pre 1 Adults 
Family 

 Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order:  $8.70 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com   

Reading Tracks® learn-to-
read series of 22 books 
 
Example of one in set:   
Catch a barra! 
 
 

Margaret James Fishing, tracking and hunting 
stories 
 
Some narratives with instruction 
texts (eg on cooking) 
 

Narrative 
Instruction 

Pre 1 Middle School 
age and older 
 
Family 

Books 1-15 sold 
as set   $295 
Developed 
collaboratively 
by Indigenous 
elders, students 
& community 
members    

https://honeyant.com.a
u/reading-tracks/ 
 
Ph: 0412 248 145   
Email 
info@readingtracks.co
m.au 

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
mailto:leane.davy@ccstd.com
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Our Family Outings to the 
Beach 

 

Isabell Bungie Family fishing Recount and 
information 
texts 

Pre 1 Adults 
Family 

   Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order:  $7.85 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 
 

Manning River Taree 
Our Playground 

 

Frances 
Saunders 

Childhood memories of fun 
growing up along the river 

Recount Pre 1 Adults 
Family 

 Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order:  $8.70 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 

 Margaret James 
Stories told by 
elders 
https://honeyant.
com.au/collabora
tion-on-har/ 

Hunting, fishing and tracking Simple 
recounts & 
narratives 
 

Lower
pre 1 
 
 

Written to teach 
literacy to 
children however 
family stories   

Very beginner 
LLN.  Set begins 
with vocabulary 
progressing to 
stories with 
simple sentences, 
recycling 
vocabulary. 

 

https://honeyant.com.a
u/products/reading/ 
 
20 book set but also sold 
individually; or as smaller 
sets. 
Books 1-10 $150 

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
https://honeyant.com.au/products/reading/
https://honeyant.com.au/products/reading/
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The Red Dress Woman, 
(Bringimbek olabat la 
kemp, Bringing them 
home) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gloria Daylight 
Corliss 
 

Illustrated poem about the 
homecoming of stolen generation 
children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 Adults 
Family 

Intended for 
adults to read & 
discuss with 
children.  
Price: $12.00 

ISBN: 978-1-74131-953-
8   
Batchelor Press NT 
 
 

Camping at Kylies Beach 
with the Family 

 

Kieren Moore Family camping holiday 
memories 

Recount 1 Adults 
Family 

 Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order: 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 

Bush Tucker

 

Linda Bruce and 
Aurora Hilvert-
Bruce 

Bush tucker  1 For children but 
OK for adults 
 

 Written for 
non-Indigenous 
people about 
Indigenous 
people.  Some 
Indigenous 
voices 
incorporated 

Publisher notes: 
Non-Fiction | Series: 
Message Stick | 
Guided/Independent   

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
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Games I played when I was 
young 

 

Isabell Bungie Games Recount 1 Adults 
Family 

 Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order: 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 

Hunting 

 

Linda Bruce and 
Zita Hilvert-
Bruce 

Looks at tools such as spears and 
nets, stalking, camouflage and 
hand signals used by Indigenous 
hunters.   

Description 
Procedure 
Recount 
 
Non-Fiction   

1 For younger 
students but OK 
for adults 
 
 

Written for non-
Indigenous 
people about 
Indigenous 
people.  Some 
Indigenous voices 
incorporated. 

Publisher notes: 
Series: Message Stick 

Fishing

 

Linda Bruce and 
Zita Hilvert-
Bruce 

Tools, canoes and rafts, traps and 
fishing techniques used by 
Indigenous people. 

Description 
Procedure 
Recount 
 
Non-Fiction   
 

1 & 2  For children but 
suitable for 
adults 
 
Written for non-
Indigenous 
people about 
Indigenous 
people.  Some 
Indigenous 
voices 
incorporated 

Available as a big book.   
Angus & Robertson 
 
Era Publications SA 
1996 
 

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
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Post-beginner Readers for adults 

with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories and knowledge 
Name of resource Author Topic Text type  ACSF 

Level 
Resource 
engaging/ 
suitable for? 

Comments Publisher or  
available from 

Pilawuk – When I Was 
Young 
 

Brian, Janeen 
Era Publications 
SA 1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stolen Generations 
 

Recount 2 All 
For school but 
suitable for all 
ages. 
 

Supported with 
pictures.  
Available as a 
big book only   
 
 
 
 

Angus & Robertson 
 

Cave Girl 

 

Joan McDonald Family outing Narrative 2 Adult  
Family 

 Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order:$8.70 
Ph 02 65525088   

Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 

Biripi Baby Show 2016 

 

Many authors Parents and babies Descriptions 
and recounts 

2 Family – 
particularly 
parents 

Mothers and 
babies profiled 
on each page 

Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order: 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
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A Handful of Sand- -Page 
Turners 

 

Chris Malakar, 
Pictures by 
Moira 
Hanrahan.   

Gurindji land rights  Historical 
Narrative 

2 All ages Can be listened 
to online 
 
Written by adult 
literacy teachers.  

Available from Page 
Turners 
 
Published by Chris Ward. 

Kakadu Calling 

 

Jane Garlil 
Christophersen 
 

Set in country with cultural 
aspects to stories e.g. what to 
cook, find, growing up 

Short 
narratives 

2 Older primary, 
teenagers & 
adults 

Animal 
encounters 
feature 
NT stories   
 

Magabala Books 

A is for Aunty

 

Elaine Russell Growing up on a mission in 
northern NSW. Daily routines, 
incidents and childhood 
memories 

Recounts 2 All ages Award-winning 
children's 
picture book 
using A-Z as a 
framework for 
recounts 

ABC Books  2000 
Available: Angus and 
Robertson 
ISBN 0 7333 0872 4 
 
 

Growing Up At Purfleet 

 

Frances 
Saunders 

Childhood memories – making 
own fun 

Recount 2   Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Cost: $7.30  
Order: 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 
 
 

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
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The Shack that Dad Built 

 

Elaine Russell Describes life for an 
Indigenous kid on the urban 
fringes. Recollections from a  
range from the happy memories 

Recount 
Narrative 

2 All ages Supported with 
teaching ideas 
 
http://www.scool.s
cholastic.com.au/s
choolzone/toolkit/
assets/pdfs/shack_
that_dad_built.pdf 

Little Hare Books 
 
ISBN 1 877003 48 4 

Mangarrayi and 
Yangman Plants and 
Animals   

 

Jessie 
Garalnganjak 
Roberts 

Aboriginal bio-cultural knowledge 
plants, animals & landscape  - Elsey 
National Park & Roper River  
 
 
Jessie Garalnganjak Roberts 
 
Useful for vocab. building pre ACSF 1.  
Many short ACSF 2 level descriptions 
supported by pictures.  ACSF 3 

Descriptions Pre-
level 1 
– 3 
 

All ages Pictures with 
words in English, 
Mangarrayi & 
Yangman –
Engaging. 
Bilingual.  
Evocative also for 
cross cultural 
comparisons. 
paragraphs also 
below separated 
from simpler 
descriptions.  

Department of Natural 
Resources, Environment, 
the Arts and Sport, 2011 
 
ISBN1921519584, 
9781921519581 

For the Love of Art 

 

Stephanie 
Maguire 

Becoming an artist Recount 2   Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order:$8.70 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leanne.davy@ccstd.com 

Connection to my 
culture 

 

Jessica Maher Memories of family life Recount 2 Adult 
Family 

 Our Words Our Stories 
series.  Order: 
Ph 02 65525088   
Email: 
leane.davy@ccstd.com 

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
http://www.scool.scholastic.com.au/schoolzone/toolkit/assets/pdfs/shack_that_dad_built.pdf
http://www.scool.scholastic.com.au/schoolzone/toolkit/assets/pdfs/shack_that_dad_built.pdf
http://www.scool.scholastic.com.au/schoolzone/toolkit/assets/pdfs/shack_that_dad_built.pdf
http://www.scool.scholastic.com.au/schoolzone/toolkit/assets/pdfs/shack_that_dad_built.pdf
http://www.scool.scholastic.com.au/schoolzone/toolkit/assets/pdfs/shack_that_dad_built.pdf
mailto:leanne.davy@ccstd.com
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My Island Home 

 

Neil Murray 
 

Lyrics of songs 
Illustrated by various artists 
including school children 

Song lyrics 2 All ISBN 
0987313924, 
9780987313928 

One day Hill 
Publications 
 

Solid Rock 

 

Shane Howard 
Published by  
One day Hill 
Publications 
 

Lyrics of songs 
Illustrated by various artists 
including Mutujulu school children 

Song lyrics 2 All  

ISBN 
0980564328, 
9780980564327 

0980564328, 9780980564327 

 

One Day Hill, 2010 

From Little Things Big 
Things Grow 
 

Paul Kelly, Kev 
Carmody and 
Peter Hudson 
 

Lyrics of songs 
Illustrated by various artists 
including school children 
 
Contributors Kalkarinji School NT 

Song Lyrics 2 All ISBN 
0975770888, 
9780975770887 

One day Hill 
Publications 
2008 

The Seven Sisters 

 

Reggie Sultan Dreamtime story of the stars Dreamtime 
story 

2 - 3 Written for 
children, but 
may be of 
interest to all 

ISBN 
0987138944, 
9780987138941 

David M. Welch, 2012 

  

http://www.readingwritinghotline.edu.au/
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Not in print but in many libraries  

Name of resource Author Topic Text type  ACSF 
Level 

Resource 
engaging/ 
suitable for? 

Comments Publisher or  
available from 

Father Sky and Mother 
Earth 

Kath Walker Creation story, environmental 
issues 

narrative 2+ 
 

Older 
children and 
adults 

Awareness 
raising 

The Jacaranda Press 

Eagle’s Nest June 
Walkutjukurr 
Richards 

Families, values, hunting, 
traditions 

narrative 2 Older 
children, 
adults 

Ngaanyatjarra 
and English 

Magabala Books 

Ngalculli The Red Kangaroo Percy Trezise Dreamtime story narrative 2 Older 
children, 
adults 

Vivid 
illustrations 
support text 

Harper Collins 

Quinkin Mountain Percy Trezise Traditional  story, spiritual 
elements 

narrative 2 Older 
children, 
adults 

Fast moving, 
descriptive style  

Harper Collins 
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